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Background 
On 1 August 2019 a delegate of the Minister administering the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approved the Golden Plains Wind Farm, 

(EPBC 2017/7965). The approval contains 27 conditions and includes requirements to minimise 

impacts of construction on listed threatened species and ecological communities. A transfer of 

approval occurred from West Wind Energy Pty Ltd to Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd on 

1 September 2021.   

 

The action commenced on 22 November 2022 and construction related activities are ongoing. In 

addition, the implementation of management activities is continuing at the offset sites. The approval 

has effect until 30 January 2050. 

On 1 November 2024 the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

(department) commenced a compliance audit of Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd (auditee) to 

assess compliance with the requirement and conditions of the approval (EPBC 2017/7965). The 

compliance audit was facilitated under condition 12 of the approval and was undertaken by an 

experienced auditor from the department. 

Audit Methodology 
This section of the report contains the audit methodology that was implemented to audit the Golden 

Plains Wind Farm against the conditions of the EPBC 2017/7965 approval and its associated plans. 

Audit Objective 

The objective of the audit was to effectively assess the compliance requirements of the auditee 

against the conditions of the approval and associated management plans. 

Audit Criteria  

The audit checklist and criteria were developed to address obligations required under the relevant 

approval instrument and measures required by associated management plans.  

Audit Scope 

The scope of the audit was to assess the compliance status of all twenty-seven conditions of 

approval. 

Audit Process 

The compliance audit process commenced on 1 November 2024 with the analysis and audit findings 

completed in April 2025.  





Compliance Audit of EPBC 2017/7965 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

6 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Audit Findings 
Of the twenty-seven conditions assessed under the approval, the audit found the following: 

• Compliance with sixteen of the twenty-seven conditions of approval examined (1-12 and 14-

17). 

• Non-compliance with one condition (condition 13) of approval examined.  

• Ten conditions (18-27) within the audit scope were not applicable at the time of the 

compliance audit.  

Summary of audit findings 

A summary of the audit findings for each condition examined are contained in the table below. For a 

full list of conditions, please refer to the EPBC Act approval provided at Attachment A. 

Condition Audit Finding Summary 

1 Compliant Impacts have been in accordance with condition of approval. 

2 Compliant Impacts within the project site have been avoided as required by the condition of 
approval.  

3 Compliant Baseline Surveys have been undertaken in accordance with condition of approval. 

4 Compliant The final layout has been published in accordance with condition of approval. 

5 Compliant The Flora and Fauna Management Plan has been undertaken in accordance with 
condition of approval. 

6 Compliant The Offset Strategy has been undertaken as required by the condition of approval. 

7 Compliant Offset areas where legally secured and departmental notification occurred in 
accordance with condition of approval. 

8 Compliant Notification of commencement of the action occurred in accordance with condition 
of approval 

9 Compliant Commencement of the action has occurred within 5 years from the date of the 
approval. 

10 Compliant All required management plans have been prepared in line with the requirements 
of the condition of approval. 

11 Compliant The approval holder has maintained accurate and complete compliance records. 

12 Compliant The approval holder has provided requested electronic copies in accordance with 
the condition of approval. 

13 Non-Compliant The department was not notified within the required timeframe about the 
publication of the Offset Strategy as required  with the condition of approval. 

14 Compliant Monitoring data (including sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other 
spatial and metadata has been prepared and provided to the department in 
accordance with condition of approval. 

15 Compliant Annual Compliance Reports has been prepared in accordance with condition of 
approval. 

16 Compliant The Department was notified with details of any incidents or non-compliance with 
the conditions made in the plans as required by the condition of approval. 





Compliance Audit of EPBC 2017/7965 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

8 

OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Observations 

The auditors made the following observations during the audit: 

1. The department acknowledges and appreciates the cooperation and assistance of the 
auditee during the compliance audit process. 

Auditee comments 

The auditee did not provide the department with any comments in relation to this report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The auditee must ensure continued compliance with approval for the duration of the approval. 

ATTACHMENTS  
Attachment   

Attachment A Approval decision notification (EPBC 2027/7965) 

Attachment B Letter of intent to Audit – dated 1 November 2024 

Attachment C Request for information – dated 19 March 2025 

 

FINAL REPORT DISTRIBUTION 
• Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd 

• Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. 
 

 




