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Audit Details

Report Title

Compliance Audit of Golden Plains Wind Farm (EPBC 2017/7965)

Auditee Name

Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd

Main Auditee Contact Details

Name:_l, Head of Delivery and Asset Management
Address: Office 4, Nexus Centre, 17 Goode St,
Gisborne, VIC 3437, Australia

Phone/mobile: _
email

Other Auditee Personnel

I 5cnior Project Manager, Golden Palins Wind Farm

Audit Lead _, Senior Environmental Auditor
audit@dcceew.gov.au

Audit Team I /ssistant Director
_, Acting Senior Auditor

Audit Date November 2024 to May 2025

On-site Audit Details

Date of on-site audit: 13-14 February 2025

Location: 13 February - Rokewood, Vic

Offset address 1: Rokewood-Shelford Road, Rokewood VIC 3330
14 February - Offset address 2: Tatyoon Road, Mininera VIC 3351.

Name and positions of parties in attendance:

13 February 2025

_ (WestWind Senior Project Manager GPWF)
I (\VestWind Assistant Project Manager GPWF)
I (Botanist — Director Biodiversity Offsets) part day 11:30am
_ (WestWind Asset Manager — GPWF)

I (725 Energy —Technical Project Manager) part day
I (725 Energy — Senior Project Manager)
L

I (Acting Senior Auditor, DCCEEW)

14 February 2025

I (Botanist — Offset Site 2 Manager)
I (\VestWind Asset Manager — GPWF)
_ (Lead Auditor, DCCEEW)
I (Acting Senior Auditor, DCCEEW)
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Background

On 1 August 2019 a delegate of the Minister administering the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) approved the Golden Plains Wind Farm,

(EPBC 2017/7965). The approval contains 27 conditions and includes requirements to minimise
impacts of construction on listed threatened species and ecological communities. A transfer of
approval occurred from West Wind Energy Pty Ltd to Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd on

1 September 2021.

The action commenced on 22 November 2022 and construction related activities are ongoing. In
addition, the implementation of management activities is continuing at the offset sites. The approval
has effect until 30 January 2050.

On 1 November 2024 the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
(department) commenced a compliance audit of Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd (auditee) to
assess compliance with the requirement and conditions of the approval (EPBC 2017/7965). The
compliance audit was facilitated under condition 12 of the approval and was undertaken by an
experienced auditor from the department.

Audit Methodology

This section of the report contains the audit methodology that was implemented to audit the Golden
Plains Wind Farm against the conditions of the EPBC 2017/7965 approval and its associated plans.

Audit Objective

The objective of the audit was to effectively assess the compliance requirements of the auditee
against the conditions of the approval and associated management plans.

Audit Criteria

The audit checklist and criteria were developed to address obligations required under the relevant
approval instrument and measures required by associated management plans.

Audit Scope

The scope of the audit was to assess the compliance status of all twenty-seven conditions of
approval.

Audit Process

The compliance audit process commenced on 1 November 2024 with the analysis and audit findings
completed in April 2025.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
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The compliance audit was primarily undertaken by 'desktop review' of documentation and evidence
provided by the auditee. Prior to the commencement of the audit, a letter of intent to audit was sent
to the auditee on 1 November 2024 to ensure that the auditor and auditee were both suitably
informed to conduct the audit.

In determining compliance with the conditions of approval, the auditor undertook a desktop audit of
information available to the department. Information provided following the Site Visit was also
reviewed. Where additional information or clarification was required, the auditor approached the
auditee with a request for information (RFI). The RFl was sent to the auditee on 19 March 2025 and a
response was provided to the department on 1 April 2025.

An on-site audit was conducted on 13 February 2025 and included an opening meeting, interviews

with | B 2 relevant project contractors, document review, offset site

walk-through and a closing meeting. A further offset site visit was held on 14 February 2025 with an
interview taking place with ||} B hi'e walking the site.

Audit Terminology

The following terms are used to record findings during audits.

Compliant Sufficient and appropriate information presented to demonstrate the compliance of a
particular requirement.

Non-compliant Evidence has been collected to demonstrate that a condition or requirement has not been met
and/or the approval holder has not provided sufficient documentation or evidence to
substantiate compliance with a condition or requirement.

Not applicable An element of the criteria was not activated or was not required within the scope of the audit.

Observation An observation may be made about issues relevant to the protection of a matter of national
environmental significance when the issue is not strictly related to compliance or non-
compliance with a condition.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
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Audit Findings

Of the twenty-seven conditions assessed under the approval, the audit found the following:

o Compliance with sixteen of the twenty-seven conditions of approval examined (1-12 and 14-
17).

e Non-compliance with one condition (condition 13) of approval examined.

e Ten conditions (18-27) within the audit scope were not applicable at the time of the
compliance audit.

Summary of audit findings

A summary of the audit findings for each condition examined are contained in the table below. For a
full list of conditions, please refer to the EPBC Act approval provided at Attachment A.

Condition Audit Finding Summary
1 Compliant Impacts have been in accordance with condition of approval.
2 Compliant Impacts within the project site have been avoided as required by the condition of
approval.
3 Compliant Baseline Surveys have been undertaken in accordance with condition of approval.
4 Compliant The final layout has been published in accordance with condition of approval.
5 Compliant The Flora and Fauna Management Plan has been undertaken in accordance with

condition of approval.

6 Compliant The Offset Strategy has been undertaken as required by the condition of approval.

7 Compliant Offset areas where legally secured and departmental notification occurred in
accordance with condition of approval.

8 Compliant Notification of commencement of the action occurred in accordance with condition
of approval

9 Compliant Commencement of the action has occurred within 5 years from the date of the
approval.

10 Compliant All required management plans have been prepared in line with the requirements

of the condition of approval.

11 Compliant The approval holder has maintained accurate and complete compliance records.

12 Compliant The approval holder has provided requested electronic copies in accordance with
the condition of approval.

13 Non-Compliant The department was not notified within the required timeframe about the
publication of the Offset Strategy as required with the condition of approval.

14 Compliant Monitoring data (including sensitive ecological data), surveys, maps, and other
spatial and metadata has been prepared and provided to the department in
accordance with condition of approval.

15 Compliant Annual Compliance Reports has been prepared in accordance with condition of
approval.
16 Compliant The Department was notified with details of any incidents or non-compliance with

the conditions made in the plans as required by the condition of approval.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
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17 Compliant The Department was notified with details of any incidents or non-compliance with
the conditions as required by the condition of approval.

18 Not Applicable No independent audit has been requested as per the condition of approval.
19 Not Applicable No independent audit has been requested as per the condition of approval.
20 Not Applicable No independent audit has been requested as per the condition of approval.
21 Not Applicable There has been no request to the minister to vary or revise any action

management plan required under these conditions of approval.

22 Not Applicable There has been no revision to any action management plan required under these
conditions of approval.

23 Not Applicable There has been no revision to any action management plan required under these
conditions of approval.

24 Not Applicable The approval holder has not revoked its choice to implement a RAMP under
condition 22 in accordance with the condition of approval.

25 Not Applicable There has been no notice from the minister as there has been no revision to any
action management plan or decision to revoke the implementation of a RAMP.

26 Not Applicable There has been no notice from the minister as there has been no revision to any
action management plan or decision to revoke the implementation of a RAMP.

27 Not Applicable The completion of the action has not yet occurred.

Audit findings of non-compliant are detailed below.

Non-compliant findings

The auditee was found to be non-compliant with one of the 27 conditions examined. The table
below provide details of the findings for each non-compliant condition.

Condition 13
The approval holder must:
a. publish each plan on the website;

b. notify the Department by email that plans have been published on the website within five business days of the date
of publication;

c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from plans published on the website or provided to a member of the
public; and

d. keep plans published on the website until the end date of the project

Finding

A draft format of The Offset Strategy was published on the auditee’s website on 20 June 2022, prior to the offsets
being legally secured. The department was not contacted regarding this upload as it was yet to be finalised. The offsets
were legally secured on 26 October 2022 resulting in no further revisions to the Offset Strategy and the uploaded
version becoming final. The department was notified on 4 November 2022, outside the required five-day time frame.
Therefore, Condition 13 has been determined to be non-compliant. This non-compliance was self-reported by the
auditee when they became aware.

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
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Observations

The auditors made the following observations during the audit:

1. The department acknowledges and appreciates the cooperation and assistance of the
auditee during the compliance audit process.

Auditee comments

The auditee did not provide the department with any comments in relation to this report.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The auditee must ensure continued compliance with approval for the duration of the approval.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment

Attachment A Approval decision notification (EPBC 2027/7965)
Attachment B Letter of intent to Audit — dated 1 November 2024
Attachment C Request for information — dated 19 March 2025

FINAL REPORT DISTRIBUTION

e Golden Plains Shared Assets Pty Ltd
e Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water.
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