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Purpose of this document 

To provide the Year 2 Evaluation Report as required by the endorsed Golden Plains Wind Farm Brolga 

Monitoring and Compensation Plan (BMCP), under Condition 54 and 55 of Planning Permit No. 

PA1700266 (the Permit) which was issued by the Minister for Planning on 14 November 2021. 

As required in the BMCP, Golden Plains Wind Farm Management (GPWFM or the Proponent) has 

engaged an external delivery partner to implement the Plan on its behalf. Odonata Foundation is the 

Delivery Partner and is a not-for-profit (NFP), charitable entity, whose primary purpose is the benefit the 

natural environment. 

This report has been prepared within 1 month of the commencement of Year 2 (October 12 2024) as 

required by the BMCP.  

Reporting requirements 

As outlined in the BMCP, this Year 2 Evaluation Report from the Delivery Partner addresses: 

a) Summary of wetland selection process 

b) Summary of landholder agreements and corresponding Wetland Management Plan 

c) Details of restoration works and management measures undertaken where relevant 

Odonata Foundation statement  

As the CEO of Odonata Foundation who is the responsible entity for ensuring satisfactory completion of 

activities defined in the BMCP, I confirm that what is outlined in this report is true and correct.  

Your sincerely 

 

Sam Marwood  
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a) Summary of wetland selection process 

i) Table A (below) is a response to the relevant steps of the Implementation Schedule outlined in Table 3-

3 in the BMCP. 

Implementation Step Date 

Completed 

Progress (Odonata) 

1 Review and 
endorse BMCP 

 Not applicable to Odonata Foundation. 
Proponent has reviewed the BMCP and it was endorsed by 
the Minister for Planning on 11 October 2022. Minor 
amendments were made to the BMCP, which was re-
endorsed on 30 August 2023.  
 

2 Execution of 
agreement between 
the Proponent and 
Delivery Partner 

11 October 
2023 

Complete. 

3 Identify initial group 
of potential 
enhancement sites 
for detailed 
investigation 

Year 2 At the end of Year 2, 59 sites were identified for potential 
restoration.  
31 of those sites met criteria for the BCMP with 14 sites 
progressing to further assessment. 

4 Undertake detailed 
assessment of 
potential 
enhancement sites, 
including on site 
trails 

Year 1 to 
Year 5 

4 sites are currently at being trialled for hydrology and water 
behaviour and have had vegetation monitoring. Some sites 
are being managed to prevent weed and predation. 

 

 

Table A Response to Implementation Schedule 

ii) Table B (next page) summarises the attributes of the 4 Wetland sites that are currently at trial phase. 

These Sites have undergone detailed assessment which has indicated a high possibility of brolga 

recruitment. 
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Table B - Summary of Trial Sites 

Site 
Number 

Landholder 
Interest (out 

of 34) 
Activity 

Area 
(ha) 

Landscape 
Context 

Wetland Type Hydrological 
Modifications 

Evident 

23-002 31 Wetland Restoration Plan developed 
Drains temporarily plugged to retain water on wetland. 
Installation of data logger to record hydrology and water depth. 
Ongoing monitoring 

<10 Complex Freshwater swamp Shallow 
drain(s) 

23-010 30 Wetland Restoration Plan developed 
Drains temporarily plugged to retain water on wetland. 
Installation of data logger to record hydrology and water depth. 
Ongoing monitoring 

20-30 Complex Freshwater swamp Shallow drain 
connecting to 
nearby semi-
permanent 
swamp. 

23-013 34 Wetland Restoration Plan developed 
Drains temporarily plugged to retain water on wetland. 
Installation of data logger to record hydrology and water depth. 
Ongoing monitoring 

< 10 Complex Freshwater swamp Drains 
backfilled but 
no longer 
completely 
blocked. 

23-034 34 Wetland Restoration Plan developed 
Drains temporarily plugged to retain water on wetland. 
Installation of data logger to record hydrology and water depth. 
Ongoing monitoring 

20-30 Complex Freshwater swamp Retains some 
water, but 
drains to 
wetland on 
neighbouring 
property 



ID 23-034 SITE RESTORATION PLAN / 1 
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b) Summary of landowner agreements and corresponding 

wetland management plans 

No sites have progressed to specific landholder agreement or Wetland Management Plan (WMP) by the 
end of Year 2, however in principle agreement has been granted for 4 sites. The BMCP commits to 
finding four sites to progress to landholder agreement and WMP by the end of Year 5. 
 
The program is on track to secure landholder agreements and WMP within or prior to the Year 5 
Timeframe. 

 

c) Details of restoration works and management measures 

undertaken as required by the management plan. 

We have commenced trial works on 4 selected wetlands identified as having high potential for successful 

restoration and brolga breeding. These trials focus on hydrological interventions, primarily aimed at 

understanding water retention capabilities and the impact on local biodiversity. While full restoration 

activities are yet to be implemented, detailed assessments have begun at several sites, and this data will 

guide the next phases of restoration. 

The selection of wetlands for active restoration is ongoing, with trial works forming a critical part of our 

evaluation process. This allows us to refine our management approach, ensuring interventions are 

effective before broader implementation. Information on specific restoration activities will be provided as 

part of the ongoing assessment once wetlands are formally selected for inclusion in the Brolga 

Compensation and Monitoring Plan (BCMP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


