
With works on Golden Plains Wind Farm – West now underway (see
map below), we’ll now be providing updates on both project stages
along with community benefits news.

This newsletter will keep you informed about what’s happening on the
Golden Plains Wind Farm and within the surrounding communities. If
there’s anything you’d like to hear about, drop us a line via
info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au 
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Access tracks and foundation excavations
for Golden Plains Wind Farm - West

Community Office

Visit us at the Hesse Health building
on Ferrars Street in Rokewood. Open

on Thursdays, everyone is welcome to
drop by, share a cuppa and a chat.
Please contact Mark Bruty on 0491
617 649 or markb@w-wind.com.au

Golden Plains Wind Farm - West
We are excited to announce that Golden Plains Wind Farm - West reached the major milestone
of Notice to Proceed during June. Once operational, this stage will have an installed capacity of
just over 576 MW. 

Construction works for this second stage have now commenced and we have partnered once
again with the highly experienced suppliers who have been working on the first stage of the
project. MPC-Kinetic will deliver the civil works, Consolidated Power Projects will undertake the
electrical works, and AusNet will deliver the assets that enable connection into the grid via the
Golden Plains and Cressy Terminal Stations. i

About Golden Plains Wind Farm – West

Golden Plains Wind Farm - West consists of 93
Vestas V162 6.2 MW wind turbines. It will
require foundations, access tracks,
hardstands and underground electrical
cables, the design for which has been
influenced by several rounds of geo-technical
studies over recent years. 

Energy produced by the project will be
collected via 33 kV underground cables to two
central collector stations - Golden Plains
Central Collector (GPCC) and Golden Plains
Western Collector (GPWC). At these locations,
the energy will be stepped up to 220 kV and
sent via 18 km of overhead transmission line
back to the Golden Plains Terminal Station on
the Golden Plains Wind Farm – East site.
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Turbines

Transmission

Did you know?

The Vestas blades used on the
Golden Plains Wind Farm are

designed to capture the full force
of the wind by tracking its direction
and turning to face it! This process

is called “yawing”.

Construction update
Golden Plains Wind Farm - East
The first stage of the wind farm project is progressing very well. There are now 40 fully completed
turbines installed (33% of the total for this stage). With another 61 pre-installs complete, we
expect installation will continue progressing to schedule.

To date, all major civil works  and 95% of the underground cable installation works have been
completed for this stage. Cable trenching and cable pulling works are continuing at the Golden
Plains Eastern Collector (GPEC), and commissioning of primary equipment has commenced.

At the Cressy Terminal Station (CRTS), construction is progressing well with stringing of the
second 500 kV circuit successfully completed. Commissioning of primary equipment is ongoing,
and the station was successfully energised during July. Stringing of the 220 kV powerline
conductors has also commenced and is scheduled to be completed this month.
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Community Update
Community Grants Program

The first round of Community
Grants Program funding for 2024
has now been allocated. A huge
thanks to all those community
groups and organisations who
applied for funding. The time, effort
and energy put into these
applications reflects the passion of
the local communities and
showcases many innovative and
creative ideas.

We thank the CRG for their time
and effort in reviewing the large
number of applications received,
and congratulate the successful
applicants. 

We look forward to following the
progress of these projects! To
those who were unsuccessful, we
encourage you to submit
applications for future rounds of
funding. The next round will open
later this year.

Featured Grant Recipient: We
provided $11,500 to the Rokewood

Golf Club from our Community
Grant Funding in 2023. The clearing
has been done, and the new fence

is being installed. It certainly has
rejuvenated the club!



COMMUNITY BENEFIT PROGRAMS

Eligible customers can receive a free
energy audit as part of the benefits
program. These will be conducted by
Ephe on behalf of Geelong
Sustainability.

An experienced assessor from Ephe,
will visit your home to evaluate energy
performance and provide  energy
assessments that are designed to
understand how your home uses
energy. 

The audit will result in tailored
recommendations to help reduce
energy consumption in your home.​

FREE ENERGY AUDIT

COMMITTED TO DELIVERING LOCAL
BENEFITS

Geelong Sustainability is a not-for-
profit community organisation that
supports residents of Geelong and
surrounding regions to be more
sustainable in their everyday lives. For
more information visit
geelongsustainability.org.au

Visit our local office 9am-5pm Thursdays or by appointment: Hesse Health (55 Ferrars St, Rokewood) • Ph. 0491 617 649

Golden Plains Wind Farm is committed to sharing the benefits of the
project with the local community.

Over the past few years, the Golden Plains Wind Farm team have been
working closely with landholders, immediate neighbours, and the wider
community to identify opportunities to share the benefits of the project.
These collaborations have led to the creation of a series of community
benefit programs that respond to the needs and opportunities that the
community has communicated as being the most valuable.

We encourage you to contact Mark Bruty from the Golden Plains Wind
Farm team with any questions about our community programs via phone
on 0491 617 649 or email at markb@w-wind.com.au.

Visit Energy
Locals

Visit Community
Energy Program

COMMUNITY ENERGY PROGRAM
Our Community Energy Program provides electricity benefits to neighbours
of the wind farm while minimising the local communities’ carbon footprint.
The Community Energy Program includes a scheme to offset electricity
costs for registered and habitable dwellings located within 3km of a
constructed turbine tower, to an amount equal to the annual usage of an
average Victorian home.

Participants will be required to sign-up with Energy Locals, Golden Plains
Wind Farm’s preferred retail partner. Once participants have processed a
change to the new retail provider, credits will be added to their account
monthly to offset electricity bills.

LANDSCAPING PROGRAM
Owners of residential dwellings that have a view of the Golden Plains Wind
Farm and are located within 5km of a wind turbine are invited to participate
in our Landscaping Program. This voluntary program is now available for
eligible residents. Please contact the team via
info@goldenplainswindfarm.com to book your initial assessment now, or
contact Mark Bruty on 0491 617 649 to discuss in more detail.



goldenplainswindfarm.com.au facebook.com/goldenplainswindfarm

info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au (03) 5421 9999

Wind and solar energy generation in the European Union (EU) overtook fossil fuels for
the first time during the first six months of 2024, accounting for 30 per cent of the EU’s
electricity compared to fossil fuel’s 27 per cent.

A new analysis from European energy think tank Ember published on Tuesday reveals
that wind and solar generated more electricity than fossil fuels during the first six
months of 2024, the first time this has happened in a half year period.

The milestone was a tale of two parts, with fossil fuel generation falling by 17 per cent in
the first half of 2024 compared to the same period in 2023, due primarily to the growth
of wind and solar eating into fossil fuel’s share.

Read more. https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-power-overtake-fossil-
fuels-in-europe/

In The News

Wind and solar power overtake fossil fuels in Europe
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