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Community Survey

Thank you to everyone who took the time to fill in our
community survey during our door knock campaign and
second open day. Congratulations to the winner of the
$250 Coles/Myer voucher - Marjorie Jean!

Congratulations to Patrick &

Charlotte, winners of our colouring

competition at our first open day.

......

olden Plains
* Shire Council

COMMUNITY CORNER

Keep Up To Date

For more information on WestWind Energy go to w-wind.com.au or keep
up to date with what’s happening at WestWind Energy and in the world of
renewables by following us on Facebook: facebook.com/westwindenergy

WestWind Energy has attended the
past two Golden Plains Shire Council
Business Networking Events. We have
met some remarkable small business
operators working in the shire, and we
look forward to building on those
relationships in the future.
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Natural Energy—Done with The Wind
Contact Us

We welcome the opportunity to speak with members of the local community, so
please don’t hesitate to contact us. If you have any questions regarding the Golden
Plains Wind Farm, or if you have any issues, concerns or feedback, contact:

WestWind Energy
Office 5, Level 1
Nexus Centre
12-14 Prince St

Paige Ricci ) )
Gisborne Vic 3437

Communications and Stakeholder Engagement Manager
03 54219944

email: ricci@w-wind.com.au Phone: (03) 5421 9999

w-wind.com.au

WestWind .k

If you prefer not to receive updates on the wind farm, please call .
ENERG YI“\

(03) 5421 9999, and we will remove you from the list.
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Golden Plains Wind Farm

WELCOME TO THE FIRST EDITION OF THE GOLDEN PLAINS WIND FARM PROJECT NEWSLETTER. THIS
NEWSLETTER AIMS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE PROJECT TO THE COMMUNITY

SURROUNDING THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SITE. FURTHER EDITIONS WILL BE ISSUED THROUGH THE
PROJECT LIFECYLE TO KEEP YOU UP TO DATE ON THE PROJECT.

Project Details

Golden Plains Wind Farm is located in the Golden Plains
Shire, south, east and west of the small township of
Rokewood, Victoria. The project will consist of up to 231, 3-
5 Megawatt wind turbines, internal powerlines, access
tracks, four collector stations and a terminal station. The
project has 39 host landholders, and is located across
17,345 ha.

When constructed, the proposed development will
generate over 2500 Gigawatt hours per annum

equivalent to the electricity consumption of >450,000
homes; and prevent more than 2.5 million tonnes of carbon
dioxide annually from being emitted into the atmosphere.

WestWind Energy began monitoring the wind resource in
the area, specifically around Barunah Park in 2005. In 2016-
2017, WestWind Energy completed additional environmen-
tal, cultural heritage, and social feasibility investigations
into the proposed development. The

assessments determined that this area has: a supportive
local community, favourable wind resource, is located close
to a skilled workforce, existing electricity

infrastructure, is on land with manageable

environmental constraints, and is capable of producing
low-cost clean renewable energy for Victorians.

These findings encouraged WestWind Energy to pursue a
planning permit for a large wind energy project on this site.
In mid-2017, federal and state environmental referrals
were lodged, and referral agencies made a

determination that the project will now go through a bilat-
eral State Environment Effects Statement (EES) process and
a controlled action under the

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act (EPBC).

In August 2017, a planning application for the project was
lodged with the State Government which will be processed
alongside the EES process.

WestWind Energy values your input, and we encourage you

to provide your feedback and receive more project details
at our September community open day.

Golden Plains Wind Farm
Community Open Day

Rokewood Hall

Thursday, September 7

WestWind .k
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The development of the Golden Plains Wind Farm’s renewable en- Community Investment Program

As part of the Golden Plains Wind Farm’s commitment to sharing
financial benefits with the community, a program will be initiated
to facilitate host landholders and the community living within ap-
proximately 10km of the wind farm to invest financially in the
project.

ergy resources will create new direct and indirect employment op-
portunities in the precinct, including permanent operations and
maintenance jobs, and supporting jobs during the construction and
installation phase.

In addition to job creation, Golden Plains Shire Council will also Electricity Offsetiand Energy Audit Scheme

This scheme will share the financial benefit across a larger section
of the community, the neighbours within 3km of wind turbines,
while reducing the carbon footprint of the current community.

receive rates in the order of $800,000 each year. This greatly bene-
fits the economy in rural areas. The direct financial benefits in the
community are also likely to give rise to a range of indirect benefits

such as increased trade for local businesses. - -
Through the provision of renewable electricity to an amount equal

to the average Victorian home, it will offset electricity costs to all
non-host, habitable and registered dwellings within 3km of a con-
structed turbine.

The economic benefits to the community will extend far beyond
the construction period, the long term use of local skills and ser-
vices will be ongoing throughout the operation of the wind farm.
The wind farm will also provide an energy audit for each of these
dwellings to help homeowners understand how they can minimise
electricity usage.

A Community Fund Program will also directly fund numerous com-
munity projects, which are nominated by the local

community. The wind farm is committed to sharing the financial . . .
Financial Incentive Program

All neighbours that own a property with their primary residence on
that property and where that primary residence is located within
2km of a constructed wind turbine (excluding host dwellings and
dwellings located within the Rokewood township), will be provided
an annual incentive based on level of impact.

benefits of the project with neighbouring property owners. These
benefits are further explained below.

Community Benefit Fund

Once operational, a community fund will be established to provide
annual financial support of up to $231,000 a year ($1000 annually
per turbine) for a range of community based initiatives, projects
and events that benefit local communities around the wind farm.

The financial incentive is calculated based on the number of tur-
bines constructed within a certain distance from the centre of the
dwelling to the nearest turbine towers.

The fund will target a range of community needs including: health
and social welfare, safety, environment, education and youth, sport
and recreation, culture, arts and economic development. The key
objective of the program is to provide financial support to not-for-
profit community groups and organisations that live within and
around the wind farm.

Each of these neighbours will receive $1000 for each of the first
three turbines, and $750 for each additional turbine that is con-
structed within 2km of their dwelling. The annual payment will
begin when construction of the foundation of the turbines within
2km of their dwelling is complete. This payment will be adjusted for
CPI, and will continue while the wind farm is operational.

The project will enable a significant increase in Victoria’s
renewable energy capacity and provide increased reliability
to Victoria’s electricity network. The project will deliver sig-

nificant strategic benefits for Victoria and will go a long way
to achieve Victoria’s Renewable Energy Target, which estab-
lishes renewable energy generation targets of 25 per cent by
2020 and 40 per cent by 2025.

EES and Planning Approval Process

In Victoria, assessment of the potential environmental im-
pacts of a proposed development may be required under the
Environment Effects Act 1978. The process under this Act is
not an approval process, rather it enables statutory decision-
makers to make decisions about whether a project with po-
tentially significant environmental effects should proceed.

In July the Victorian Minister for Planning advised that an EES
would be required for the Golden Plains Wind Farm. The Min-
ister based the decision on the project having the potential to
effect critically endangered native vegetation communities
and species listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
1988 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999.

Have Your Say
During the EES process there will be op-
portunities for the community to pro-
vide feedback about the project’s impact
and to have your say on the develop-
ment. The community will shortly be
invited to have their say on the draft

scoping requirements for the EES. This
will help guide the relevant decision-
makers on what measures, if any, should
be taken to minimise, avoid or manage
any environmental impacts. When the
Planning Minister is satisfied with the
EES it will then be released for public
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The project will also support initiatives within the Victorian
Climate Change Act 2017 to help achieve a long-term green-
house gas emissions reduction target and achieve net zero
emissions by 2050 and assist the Federal Government’s
commitment to achieve its 2030 Climate Change Target, to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 26 per cent to 28 per
cent based on 2005 levels by 2030

The Minister also indicated that there could be the potential
for other effects on the environmental and social setting, in-
cluding surface water, ground water, noise, and traffic im-
pacts.

The EES process is a win for the community since it ensures
community input, and the highest level of project scrutiny
over mitigation, management or offset measures permitting
the least environmental and social impact feasible.

The EES and all relevant planning applications will be consid-
ered at a combined enquiry and panel hearing. Once an EES
and panel hearing is complete, the Minister for Planning will
provide his decision.

comment. This is when the community
can make submissions, which will be con-
sidered by an Independent Planning Panel,
appointed by the Planning Minister to

review the wind farm proposal. For more
information on the EES and planning pro-
cess, go to our website: w-wind.com.au
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