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WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 11 of the Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. 

Our project team has been working remotely over the last few months and are happy that  
COVID-related restrictions will now allow us to re-commence our monthly ‘Pop-Up Office’ at the 
Rokewood Memorial Hall in Ferrars Street. Lyall Grey, our local Community Engagement Officer, will 
be there on the first Thursday of each month to answer your questions on the project.

We are also happy to announce that a site for a local quarry has been identified, to provide rock ma-
terial that is required for construction. A work plan has been submitted to Earth Resources, a division 
of the Victorian Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions. The proposed site for the quarry is inside 
the project boundary and will therefore help to reduce traffic impacts during construction. We will 
have further information in relation to the quarry at the monthly Pop-Up Office in Rokewood, or you 
can call or email us with any questions.

We also received an outcome in relation to the matter before the Court of Appeal – Supreme Court,   
in relation to the Golden Plains Wind Farm. The case to the Supreme Court against the Minister for 
Planning that challenged the decision on the Golden Plains Wind Farm was unsuccessful.  This means 
the development permission granted by the Minister for development of the Wind Farm stands. This 
decision is a huge endorsement for the project and the future of renewable energy in Victoria.

We continue to remain optimistic that with all things going according to plan, we will be commenc-
ing construction in second half of 2021.

We’re looking forward to being out in the community again this month!

EMPLOYMENT
Direct & Indirect employment

T H E  G O L D E N  P L A I N S  W I N D  FA R M  I S  ES T I MAT E D  TO  C R EAT E  OV E R  70  D I R EC T  

O P E R AT I O N A L  J O B S  A N D  M O R E  T H A N  700  D I R EC T  A N D  I N D I R EC T  J O B S  D U R I N G  

CO N S T R U C T I O N.

Some of the most frequently asked questions in relation to the Golden Plains Wind Farm, are around 

employment opportunities.  The direct employment opportunities throughout construction cover a 

wide range of industries, from civil and electrical contracting, earthworks, temporary construction 

facilities, safety, fencing . . . right through to accommodation, cleaning and catering.  Many of these 

roles will be recruited by head contractors who will be engaged late 2020 and early 2021.

Golden Plains Wind Farm Management is working through a process throughout 2020, to engage 

a turbine manufacturer and Balance of Plant contractor. The process of advertising and awarding 

of project work packages will then be developed. Subsequent project work packages will then be 

advertised on the Industry Capability Network (ICN) project page. We will also work with these 

contractors to run local information sessions in relation to employment. We will advertise these 

sessions on our website, our Facebook page and through local news outlets.

Industry Capability Network (ICN)
I N T E R ES T E D  I N  WO R K I N G  O N  T H E  G O L D E N  P L A I N S  W I N D  FA R M?  
All of our work packages for the project will be advertised on the ICN gateway:

goldenplains.icn.org.au
If you hold an ABN, you can register (at no cost) your interest in the project and receive project 

updates.

CONTACT US
Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

Office 4 Nexus Centre, 17 Goode St, Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
goldenplainswindfarm.com.au 



Our monthly Golden Plains Wind Farm ‘Pop-Up Office’ 
is recommencing on the first Thursday of each month. 
We plan to be at the Rokewood Memorial Hall in  
Ferrars Street, Rokewood on:

Thursday 1 October
Thursday 5 November
Thursday 3 December

We will be at the Hall from 10am to 4pm on each of 
those dates.

COVID related safety measures will be in place, in-
cluding a requirements for everyone visiting the Hall 
to record their name and phone number, for contract 
tracing. Masks will be required to be worn and hand 
sanitiser will be available.

We are available for appropriately distanced meetings 
with anyone who would like to catch up.  We also are 
always available by phone or virtual meetings. Please 
contact Lyall at 0419 720 041 to schedule a time to 
meet.

POP UP OFFICE

GOLDEN 
PLAINS
WIND FARM
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2005 - 2015 2016 - 2017 2017 - 2018 2018 - 2020

Pre-Feasibility &
Wind Monitoring

Landholder  
Commitment &  

Option Agreement.
Site Boundary  

Confirmed.
Wind Monitoring

Indicative Turbine Layout.

Project Feasibility
Optimisation of Turbine 

Layout.
Environmental Studies.

Planning Studies.
Grid Studies.

Cultural Heritage.
Visual Impact Studies.

Environment & 
Planning Approval

Planning Permit  
Application.
Community  

Consultation.
Environmental Referrals.

Environment Effect Statement.

Detailed Design 
& Securing Finance
Design & Drawings.

Project Costing.
Securing Investment.

Pre-construction approvals.
Grid connection agreement.*Timeline is indicative and represents best case scenario

and is subject to change.

2021 - 2045

Construction 
& Operation

Ground Breaking.
Civil & Electrical Works.
Turbine Installation & 

Commissioning.

PROJECT STATUS

Now
Completing site surveys, were practicable, during COVID restrictions.
Finalisation of electrical design and project finance.

Next
Finalise tender process for Balance of Plant contractors.
Updates and information
We will provide updates on our website: www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au

COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND

Complete
Quarry Work Plan lodged with Earth Resources

Applications are now open for the second round of the 2020 Golden Plains Wind Farm community 
funding, with a total pool of $10,000 available to communities within 10km of the proposed project 
site.

The key objective of the fund is to provide financial support to not-for-profit community groups and 
organisations that are working to make a positive and lasting contribution to regional communities in 
and around the Golden Plains Wind Farm.

Across 2019 and 2020 the fund has distributed $20,000 to support a wide range of local projects, 
including support to Rokewood Primary School, Kindergarten and Playgroup, the Rokewood Football 
and Netball Club, the Rokewood Recreation Reserve, the RSL, Barunah Park Hall, the Community 
Planning Group and the Golden Plains Rural Women’s Network. 

For submission guidelines and the application form, head to our website:

 www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au/community

Applications close on Friday 30 October.

For more information or assistance with your application
 contact our Community Engagement Officer, Lyall Grey, 
on 0419 720 041 or lyallg@w-wind.com.au. 
Lyall can also email or mail you a copy of the form, 
if you have any trouble accessing it online. 

Applications Now Open!


