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WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 9 of the Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. 

It’s an unusual time in which we’re working right now, but we want to assure you that the Golden 
Plains Wind Farm is still all systems go. In this update, we explain how we are continuing to work, 
while observing the social distancing recommendations currently in place. This project will provide 
valuable jobs and opportunities for the region when construction commences in 2021, along with a 
significant contribution to Victoria’s renewable energy target. 

We would also like to introduce you to the new member of the Golden Plains Wind Farm team: 
Lyall Grey – our new Community Engagement Officer. 

You’ve probably heard that wind energy is inexpensive, but is this really true?  To work out the cost of energy for 
any generator, you need to determine the whole of life costs and divided that by its lifetime generation.  
Cost of energy considers all costs, including the capital cost of the plant, the cost of maintenance and repairs, the 
cost of fuel and the cost of end-of-life decommissioning, and the amount of electricity the plant actually generates. 
Despite the fact that the wind doesn’t always blow and wind turbines rarely generate at full capacity, wind energy is 
still one of the cheapest forms of electricity.  How can this be? 

Significant advancements in turbine technology over the past two decades and a surge in worldwide installation 
rates, driving manufacturing costs down further, has reduced the cost of wind energy over the past decade by more 
than half.  
 

Another obvious reason for the low cost of wind energy is that the fuel is free.  Generators that use natural gas 
and coal, have these additional costs that are significant, 
volatile and unpredictable.

In Australia, the cost of energy calculation doesn’t take 
into account carbon emissions, due to the absence of a 
carbon tax.  In countries where the impacts of carbon 
emissions are paid by the offending generator, the 
difference in cost of energy between carbon producing 
generators and renewable sources is even more stark.
Even without considering the environmental benefits 
of wind energy, the benefits of this inexpensive source 
of electricity will ensure wind will continue to be a 

significant part of our future.

IS WIND ENERGY REALLY AN ‘INEXPENSIVE’ 
SOURCE OF ELECTRICITY?

Many of our readers may know Lyall from his 10 years as a 
photojournalist with Stock and Land newspaper and Austra-
lian Dairy Farmer or perhaps from his time as Communica-
tions Director with the VFF.

Lyall is an active firefighter with the CFA with more than 30 
years’ experience and ex-Captain of the Yulecart Brigade. 
For more than five years, Lyall was also a member of CFA’s 
Community Education Team in Victoria’s South West and a 
driver and presenter with the CFA Mobile Education Unit.  
Now living in Sebastopol, Lyall is almost a local and looks 
forward to meeting you all as soon as the Covid-19 pandem-
ic restrictions allow.

If you would like to have a chat or have questions about the 
Golden Plains Wind Farm, give Lyall a call on 0419 720 041.

CONTACT US
Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

Office 4 Nexus Centre, 17 Goode St, Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
goldenplainswindfarm.com.au 



GOLDEN 
PLAINS
WIND FARM
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2005 - 2015 2016 - 2017 2017 - 2018 2018 - 2020

Pre-Feasibility &
Wind Monitoring

Landholder  
Commitment &  

Option Agreement.
Site Boundary  

Confirmed.
Wind Monitoring

Indicative Turbine Layout.

Project Feasibility
Optimisation of Turbine 

Layout.
Environmental Studies.

Planning Studies.
Grid Studies.

Cultural Heritage.
Visual Impact Studies.

Environment & 
Planning Approval

Planning Permit  
Application.
Community  

Consultation.
Environmental Referrals.

Environment Effect Statement.

Detailed Design 
& Securing Finance
Design & Drawings.

Project Costing.
Securing Investment.

Pre-construction approvals.
Grid connection agreement.*Timeline is indicative and represents best case scenario 

and is subject to change.

2020 - 2045

Construction 
& Operation

Ground Breaking.
Civil & Electrical Works.
Turbine Installation & 

Commissioning.

STAYING ON TRACK DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

PROJECT STATUS

Now
Completing site surveys, were practicable, during COVID restrictions.
Reviewing round 2 applications to the Community Benefit Fund.

Next
Finalise tender process for Balance of Plant contractors.

Updates and information
We will provide updates on our website: www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au

BENEFIT FUND - CONTINUES TO DELIVER FOR THE COMMUNITY 

Complete
Grid applicaiton lodged with AEMO.

The Community Reference Group is currently reviewing the applications in the second round of 
the community benefit funding (CBF). With $10,000 available for local community groups and 
organisations, the Community Reference Group have the difficult task of assessing the applications 
against the pre-set criteria. The task of allocating the funding to the successful groups is being made 
more difficult because of the pandemic social distancing requirements.

Golden Plains Wind Farm Management has instigated 
a number of new work practices in response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Our staff are working from 
home and using mobile phones and online website 
meetings to reduce risks. 

While we prefer to meet with landholders face-to-
face, Government regulations make this difficult, so 
please, if you have any questions on the project pick 
up the phone and give us a call on 5421 9999. If you 
would like a more personal face-to-face meeting, 
we can pop-in for a chat across the bonnet of the 
car to ensure we are meeting social distancing 
requirements. 

The precautions are to ensure we keep the project 
on track without compromising your safety and to 
provide some comfort during this trying time we are 
all facing. 

Rokewood Kindergarten is using its Round 1 funding 
for a children’s dramatic home corner furniture 
which is being built out of wood by Tarmak Kids, 
Ballarat.

Rokewood Kindergarten supervisor and teacher, 
Megan Young, said the home corner dramatic play 
helps the children make sense of their world.

Cape Clear Recreation Reserve Committee of 
Management President, John Halliday, said the 
clubroom had become an important venue for 
weddings, motorhome campers and other events 
since the community no longer had a local hotel.  

“The Round 1 funding $310 was used to purchase 
a freezer which has been a great edition and a real 
benefit for the many events held at the hall,”  
Mr Halliday said. 

Cape Clear Recreation Reserve Committee of  
Management Treasurer, Judith Perrin, and Secretary, 
Craig Cook, pictured here with the new freezer, said  
that  it would be a real benefit for the many events 
held at the hall.


