
NEWSLETTER AUGUST / 2019 / ISSUE #7

A

How To 
Contact Us

WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 7 of the Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. 

We have two significant project milestones to share with you this month. Firstly, following the successful 
completion of the Environment Effects Statement, we welcome Federal Government approval under the  
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, 1999 (EPBC) for the Golden Plains Wind Farm.
This environmental approval from the Minister for the Environment, Sussan Ley, follows the Planning Per-
mit approval by the Victorian Minister for Planning, granted in January 2019. 

The second milestone we are happy to share is our selection of the turbine supplier for the project. We are 
pleased to announce that WestWind Energy will partner with GE Renewable Energy on the Golden Plains 
Wind Farm, using over 200 of GE’s Cypress onshore wind turbines. We are confident that this partnership 
will deliver exceptional results for the local community including many local jobs and drought proof income 
for 40 host landholders. The total capacity of the project will be over 1 GW and it will save more than 3 
million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions per year, which is an important contribution to the Victorian 
government’s commitment to increase Victoria’s Renewable Energy Target to 50% by 2030.

From L - R: Tobias Geiger (WestWind), Corey Ramm (GE), Steven Oswald (GE), Marla Brauer (WestWind), Andrew Rayne (GE), David Lian (GE).



GOLDEN 
PLAINS
WIND FARM
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2005 - 2015 2016 - 2017

Pre-Feasibility &
Wind Monitoring

Landholder  
Commitment &  

Option Agreement.
Site Boundary  

Confirmed.
Wind Monitoring

Indicative Turbine Layout.

Project Feasibility
Optimisation of Turbine 

Layout.
Environmental Studies.

Planning Studies.
Grid Studies.

Cultural Heritage.
Visual Impact Studies.

*Timeline is indicative and represents best case scenario 
and is subject to change.

We held a very successful Open Day on 20 July, with  
approximately 50 people stopping by to ask questions  
about the Golden Plains Wind Farm. We really enjoyed all 
of the questions people had regarding the operation of the 
wind farm - it certainly kept our technical staff busy  
drawing diagrams!

On the day, we provided a host of information on the  
Community Reference Group and specific community  
benefits, as well as industry information on wind farms,  
in general. We were well supported by representatives from 
Mondo, Reasonate Acousticians and the Industry Capability 
Network.

We welcome any and all questions from the community,  
so please contact us by telephone (03) 5421 9999 or by 
email at info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au. 

IN THE COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY OPEN DAY

At Golden Plains Wind Farm, we are committed to shared, positive outcomes for 
the benefit of the communities and landholders around us.  We have enjoyed 
supporting the community local to the Golden Plains Wind Farm site, with com-
munity sponsorships and donations topping $60,000 since the beginning of 2017.

In recent months, we have funded a new security camera for the Rokewood  
Junction CFA as well as a donation to the Rokewood Kindergarten.

We have listened to community feedback that expressed a strong preference 
for donations and sponsorships to be assessed by representatives from the local 
community. To that end, the Community Reference Group (CRG) was convened to 
create a transparent process that provides equal opportunity for local groups to 
apply for funding. The current round of community funding is open for  
applications until 5pm, 12 September 2019, with applications forms available at:  
www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au.



2017 - 2018 2018 - 2020

Environment & 
Planning Approval

Planning Permit  
Application.
Community  

Consultation.
Environmental Referrals.

Environment Effect Statement.

Detailed Design 
& Securing Finance
Design & Drawings.

Project Costing.
Securing Investment.

Pre-construction approvals.
Grid connection agreement.

2020 - 2045

Construction 
& Operation

Ground Breaking.
Civil & Electrical Works.
Turbine Installation & 

Commissioning.

The Golden Plains Wind Farm is estimated to create over 70 direct op-
erational jobs and more than 700 direct and indirect jobs during con-
struction. The employment opportunities throughout  
construction encompass a wide range of industries, from civil and elec-
trical contracting, earthworks, temporary construction facilities, safety, 
fencing . . . right through to accommodation, cleaning and catering. 

At this stage, construction is anticipated to commence late 2020 
or early 2021. 

Golden Plains Wind Farm Management is working through a process to 
engage a Balance of Plant contractor and this is expected to be com-
pleted in early 2020. The process of advertising and awarding of project 
work packages will then be developed. Work packages will be adver-
tised on the Industry Capability Network (ICN) project page:   
goldenplains.icn.org.au.

If you have an ABN, you can register your interest on that page  
(at no cost), to ensure you receive notifications of project updates.

DIRECT & INDIRECT EMPLOYMENT

PROJECT STATUS

Now
Optimising project design and working through the permit requirements.
CRG are receiving funding applications - closing 12 September 2019.
Ongoing environmental surveys.

Next
Grid connection application to be lodged with AEMO.
Further geotechnical studies.

Updates and information
We will provide updates on our website: www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au

Complete
Background noise monitoring surveys.
Geotechnical studies - first stage.



A total of $10,000 is available to provide money for projects of social, economic or  

environmental benefit to the communities within 10km of the Golden Plains Wind 

Farm boundary.

Pick up an application form from the Rokewood Post Office or download a form  

from our website: www.goldenplainswindfarm.com.au.

Give Geoff or Kelly a call on (03) 5421 9999 or email on  

info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au to discuss your application.

COMMUNITY FUNDING - NOW OPEN!

APPLICATIONS CLOSE  
5pm, Thursday 12 September 2019.

CONTACT US

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & FEEDBACK
We welcome the opportunity to speak with members of the local community. 
If you have any questions regarding the Golden Plains Wind Farm, or if you have any comments, 
concerns or feedback, please contact:

Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: info@goldenplainswindfarm.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

Office 4 Nexus Centre
17 Goode St
Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
goldenplainswindfarm.com.au 

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE COMMUNITY - STOP IN FOR A CHAT WITH GEOFF & KELLY
Golden Plains Farmer’s Market		  Teesdale Community Market		  Rokewood Memorial Hall
Saturday 7 September			   Saturday 12 October			   Thursday 5 September, 10am-4pm
8.30am - 12.30pm			   2.00pm-6.00pm				   Thursday 3 October, 10am-4pm
Bannockburn				    Teesdale


