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WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 6 of the Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. 
Post Planning Permit approval for the Golden Plains Wind Farm (GPWF), the West-
Wind team has been very busy working on the detailed project design, including 
commencing the grid connection application process. The grid connection process 
is quite lengthy, so we have dedicated the last page of this update to explain the 
process in further detail.
We are also in the final stages of selecting a preferred turbine supplier for GPWF 
and then start the contract drafting and negotiation process with that supplier. You 
may also be seeing our team around the project site in the coming months, as we 
complete various studies required to satisfy our permit conditions.
We also have two exciting announcements in this issue:  an introduction to our local 
Community Engagement Officer, Geoff Adams, and the announcement of the selec-
tion of local members to our inaugural Community Reference Group (CRG).

MEET GEOFF ADAMS

We’d like to introduce you to Geoff Adams, our new Community Engagement 
Officer for the Golden Plains Wind Farm. Geoff is local to the area and is a strong 
advocate for renewable energy. He brings a wealth of experience as an educator, 
youth leader, environmental campaigner and community facilitator.

Geoff will be out and about in the community, providing updates on the Golden 
Plains Wind Farm, so if you see Geoff at community events, please say hello.



GOLDEN 
PLAINS
WIND FARM
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2005 - 2015 2016 - 2017

Pre-Feasibility &
Wind Monitoring

Landholder  
Commitment &  

Option Agreement.
Site Boundary  

Confirmed.
Wind Monitoring

Indicative Turbine Layout.

Project Feasibility
Optimisation of Turbine 

Layout.
Environmental Studies.

Planning Studies.
Grid Studies.

Cultural Heritage.
Visual Impact Studies.

*Timeline is indicative and represents best case scenario 
and is subject to change.

We enjoyed a wonderful day out in the community as the major 
sponsor at the inaugural ‘Rockin’ Rokewood With The Arts’ Festi-
val on Saturday 23 February. 

We enjoyed chatting to locals, making windmill crafts with 
children and seeing the diverse range of creative expression on 
display.

The day was very well organised and was so successful that 
event planning for the 2020 festival has already begun!  Lock 
Saturday 22 February 2020 in your calendar for the next festi-
val, and make sure you book in early, if you’d like to be involved 
as a stallholder or artist. Expressions of interest can be emailed 
to: Mde17978@hotmail.com, and you can keep up to date on 
future events at the Rockin’ Rokewood with the Arts Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/Rockin-Rokewood-with-the-
Arts-309287373129810/

ROKEWOOD FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB

ROKEWOOD CRICKET CLUB

WESTWIND ENERGY - IN THE COMMUNITY

We were a proud sponsor of the Rokewood Cricket Club for the Summer 2018/19 season.  
Congratulations on a great season that was wrapped up with awards being handed out at the  
presentation night. There were some great photos on the Rokewood Cricket Club’s facebook page: face-
book.com/RokewoodCricketClub/

We’re thrilled to again be a Major Sponsor of the Rokewood Football Netball Club for 2019. With the 
football and netball year now under way, we are all looking forward to another exciting year ahead. 

ROCKIN’ ROKEWOOD WITH THE ARTS

GOLDEN PLAINS FARMER’S MARKET
Keep a look out for the WestWind Energy tent at the upcoming Golden Plains Farmer’s Market on Sat-
urday 1 June, in Bannockburn. Kelly and Geoff will be on hand to answer any questions you have about 
the Golden Plains Wind Farm project.



We were thrilled with the number of nominations we received for the 
Golden Plains Wind Farm Community Reference Group. There were over 

20 applications, and it was a difficult process to select CRG members.  
The selection process was assisted by an independent community en-

gagement consultant and an employee of the Golden Plains Shire Coun-
cil. This group worked hard to ensure we had a group who represented a 
diverse range of people from the local community surrounding the wind 

farm. 

We sincerely thank all nominees for taking the time to put forward well 
prepared applications and we encourage all of those who missed out to 

reapply in 2 years, when nominations will reopen. 

It is our pleasure to present the Golden Plains Wind Farm  
Community Reference Group for 2019 - 2020:

Nicole Griffith
Margaret Bufton
Sophie Whitlock

Bryan Vincent
Wayne Terry
Robert Hill
Pam Bailey

Halleshia Rumler
The group will be meeting in the coming months to formalise the CRG 

terms of reference and map out the process for the community  
benefit fund applications, assessments and allocations.

COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP

PURPOSE OF THE CRG:
Enhance communication 
between the Golden Plains 
Wind Farm and the local 
community.

Provide an open forum for 
discussion & capture  
community feedback & 
share project information.

Foster positive relationships 
& encourage community 
partnerships.

Provide recommendations 
on the allocation of the  
community benefit fund.

2017 - 2018 2018 - 2020

Environment & 
Planning Approval

Planning Permit  
Application.
Community  

Consultation.
Environmental Referrals.

Environment Effect Statement.

Detailed Design 
& Securing Finance
Design & Drawings.

Project Costing.
Securing Investment.

Pre-construction approvals.
Grid connection agreement.

2020 - 2045

Construction 
& Operation

Ground Breaking.
Civil & Electrical Works.
Turbine Installation & 

Commissioning.

PROJECT STATUS
Now
Optimising project design and working through the secondary consent process, to 
meet the permit conditions.
Next
Grid connection application to be lodged with AEMO.
Community surveys to inform the community investment program.

Updates and information
WestWind Energy will provide updates on our website: www.w-wind.com.au.
If you require further information, please email us at: reception@w-wind.com.au.



There is a tendency to compare getting our home connected to the electricity network and connecting a large gen-
erator such as a wind farm to the network. The underlying question in people’s mind is “Why can’t it be simpler?” 
The reality is, whilst a home may take between a few hours and a few days, the connection for a wind farm facility 
typically takes 12-18 months.

The main reason for this time difference is that when we call our electricity retailer and request a new connection to 
our house or simply to switch retailers, the electrical infrastructure is already in place and ready for our house to be 
“plugged in”. Large generation infrastructure projects such as a wind farm require both the generator itself and the 
electrical infrastructure to be planned, designed, procured and built for each specific project.  This requires signifi-
cantly more time.

In addition, there are strict technical requirements and contractual arrangements that need to be in place to allow a 
new generator to be connected to the electricity network in a way that does not cause major disruption to either the 
network itself or to previously connected generators. This is commonly referred to in the industry as the ‘grid connec-
tion process’.

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) is responsible for managing the grid connection process for all 
projects seeking to connect to the transmission network in Victoria.  AEMO has obligations such as negotiating and 
agreeing on Generator Performance Standards that define the functional specifications for connection works and 
procuring the network services that will be passed on to the generator (wind farm). AusNet Services, as the owner of 
the existing transmission infrastructure, needs to divert these lines into the project’s newly built infrastructure. Final-
ly, the generator needs to engage a Network Service Provider, to build and operate these connection assets through 
the project’s lifecycle. The generator needs to procure several other services, including the supply and installation of 
the wind turbines and the civil works that need to be done at the wind farm site.

This complex process often results in an average of 18 months, or more, between lodging a connection application 
with AEMO and commissioning the wind farm to start generating electricity.

HOW THE WIND FARM CONNECTS TO THE ELECTRICITY GRID

CONTACT US

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & FEEDBACK
We welcome the opportunity to speak with members of the local 
community. 
If you have any questions regarding the Golden Plains Wind Farm, or 
if you have any comments, concerns or feedback, please contact:

Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: reception@w-wind.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

WestWind Energy
Office 4 Nexus Centre
17 Prince St
Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
w-wind.com.au

WORK WITH US
Do you have a business and are interested in working on the Golden Plains Wind Farm project? We encourage you to 
register your interest. Over the next few months the project work packages will be listed on the GPWF ICN Gateway 
page, located here:  www.goldenplains.icn.org.au.  On this site you can view the open work packages and submit an 
expression of interest for work.


