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WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 5 of our Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. 
We are excited to announce that the planning permit for the Golden Plains Wind 
Farm has been approved by the Victorian Minister for Planning. The planning permit 
approval arrived post the Minister for Planning’s Environmental Effect Statement 
(EES) assessment released in October which informed the approval decision for the 
development. The EES process places the highest level of scrutiny possible for a Vic-
torian development, including a yearlong process of reviewing technical reports and 
responding to questions raised by members of a technical reference group and the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. The Minister’s assessment 
of the EES can be found on the DELWP website: https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/
environment-assessment/browse-projects/projects/golden-plains-wind-farm#doc-
uments. A copy of the permit is also available at: https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/
panels-and-committees/browse-panels-and-committees/projects/golden-plains-
wind-farm-project. 

We would again like to thank everyone who was involved in the process, from 
attending community open days through to making submissions and attending the 
public planning panel process. We are looking forward to furthering our relationships 
with the Golden Plains community in 2019 and will continue to provide ongoing up-
dates on our website, in further newsletters and during a community open day. 

We are also pleased to advise that the Cultural Heritage Management Plan for the 
wind farm was approved in October. The WestWind team is now busy working on the 
grid connection application, detailed layout design and securing investment for the 
project.  These steps are required to ensure project financing, the wind farm design 
is optimized for energy production, and all planning requirements are met.  Every-
thing going according to plan, we expect to commence construction in late 2020. 

In the interim, we have commenced the application process for the Golden Plains 
Wind Farm Community Reference Group (CRG). The CRG will have a key role in advis-
ing WestWind on community affairs and will be instrumental in the allocation of the 
Community Benefit Fund. We have provided more information on the CRG inside and 
we strongly encouraged anyone interested in the CRG to send in an application.



GOLDEN 
PLAINS
WIND FARM
INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2005 - 2015 2016 - 2017

Pre-Feasibility &
Wind Monitoring

Landholder  
Commitment &  

Option Agreement.
Site Boundary  

Confirmed.
Wind Monitoring

Indicative Turbine Layout.

Project Feasibility
Optimisation of Turbine 

Layout.
Environmental Studies.

Planning Studies.
Grid Studies.

Cultural Heritage.
Visual Impact Studies.

*Timeline is indicative and represents best case scenario 
and is subject to change.

We enjoyed a wonderful ‘pamper’ evening at the Rokewood 
Golf Club on Oaks Day, hosted by the Golden Plains Rural 
Women’s Network (GPRWN). The GPRWN transformed the 
golf club into an oasis of food, wine, beauty therapy, yoga, 
massage and essential oils, for a great fundraising cause.

We were very proud sponsors of the evening, to support the 
fundraising efforts for Victorian drought-relief. 

The GPRWN is a great organization and for more information, 
head to:
https://www.facebook.com/goldenplainsruralwomensnet-
work/

ROKEWOOD ARTS FESTIVAL

GOLDEN PLAINS FARMER’S MARKET

WESTWIND ENERGY - IN THE COMMUNITY

We have been enjoying our visits to the Golden Plains Farmer’s Market. Keep an eye out for our big, 
bright, ‘WestWind’ marquee - we’ll be the ones with the long line of children for face-painting! Kelly and 
Erin are on hand to answer questions you may have.

The Rokewood Town Hall will become a hive of creativity at the Rokewood Arts Festival, on Saturday 23 
February. We have jumped on board as a Festival Sponsor and encourage everyone to attend this fan-
tastic event.  We are looking forward to meeting all the local creative community members on the day!

GOLDEN PLAINS RURAL WOMEN’S NETWORK - 
RAISING FUNDS FOR VICTORIAN DROUGHT RELIEF

DONATION OF INTERACTIVE TELEVISION TO THE ROKEWOOD HALL
It was a high-tech afternoon tea at the Rokewood Hall last month, when we donated a large, interac-
tive touch screen television and stand to the local community. Local community groups, including the 
Planned Activity Group, Rokewood Walking Group and the Senior Citizens Group will be able to use 
the television at meetings and workshops at the Hall.  It was a pleasure meeting many new community 
members, and we hope you enjoy the new television!



The Golden Plains Wind Farm Community Reference Group (CRG) will be a group of up to 8 community members estab-
lished as an advisory body for the Golden Plains Wind Farm.  This group will be advising the wind farm operators on how 
best to allocate of the Community Benefit Fund and help ensure the community benefits from the development. When 

the wind farm is operational, the Community Benefit Fund will provide annual financial support of up to $228,000 ($1,000 
annually, per constructed turbine) for a range of community-based initiatives, scholarships, business development projects 

and events that benefit local communities that surround the Golden Plains Wind Farm.

COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP

Would you like to join the CRG?

Complete the nomination form and return it by 
15 February 2019.

For the CRG nomination form and the CRG terms 
of reference, please see the insert in this news-

letter or visit our website: 

www.w-wind.com.au

or email us at: 
reception@w-wind.com.au

PURPOSE OF THE CRG:
Enhance communication 
between the Golden Plains 
Wind Farm and the local 
community.

Provide an open forum for 
discussion & capture com-
munity feedback & share 
project information.

Foster positive relationships 
& encourage community 
partnerships.

Provide recommendations 
on the allocation of the  
community benefit fund.

2017 - 2018 2018 - 2020

Environment & 
Planning Approval

Planning Permit  
Application.
Community  

Consultation.
Environmental Referrals.

Environment Effect Statement.

Detailed Design 
& Securing Finance
Design & Drawings.

Project Costing.
Securing Investment.

Pre-construction approvals.
Grid connection agreement.

2020 - 2045

Construction 
& Operation

Ground Breaking.
Civil & Electrical Works.
Turbine Installation & 

Commissioning.

PROJECT STATUS
Now
Planning Permit from Victorian Minister for Planning has been granted.

Next
Grid connection lodged with AEMO and detailed design work to finalise the wind 
farm layout.
Updates and information
WestWind Energy will provide updates on our website: www.w-wind.com.au.
If you require further information, please email us at: reception@w-wind.com.au.



Keep the Pipes Flowing – WestWind Energy donates $10,000 !

A much-loved summer destination for the residents of Rokewood and 
surrounds is the local Lagoon which is currently in need of some sub-
stantial upgrades.  Committee member Jay Griffiths advised that a grant 
that had been applied for was unfortunately not successful, which left 
the summer of fun at the Lagoon in jeopardy.  The much-needed grant 
money was necessary to replace some of the pipes from the reservoir to 
the Lagoon, as they are leaking terribly.

Westwind Energy had previously committed to match donations on 
the Lagoons GoFundMe page of any grants or donations received up to 
$10,000.  However, with the situation being becoming urgent, WestWind 
decided to donate the whole amount to the committee in December 
2018.  

This money has enabled clamps to be purchased to mend some of the 
critical broken sections of pipe and keep the Lagoon open for the sum-
mer.

The Lagoon committee do a fantastic job of dedicating their own time 
and energy to look after this special place and we hope you all get a 
chance to visit the Lagoon to cool off this summer. Don’t forget to pur-
chase your season or day pass from the Rokewood Takeaway, Rokewood 
Hotel or via the Rokewood Lagoon Facebook page. 

ROKEWOOD LAGOON

CONTACT US

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & FEEDBACK
We welcome the opportunity to speak with members of the local community. 
If you have any questions regarding the Golden Plains Wind Farm, or if you have any com-
ments, concerns or feedback, please contact:
Kelly McCarthy
Manager - Community and Stakeholder Engagement
Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: reception@w-wind.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

WestWind Energy
Office 5, Level 1 Nexus Centre
12-14 Prince St
Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
w-wind.com.au

WORK WITH US
Do you have a business and are interested in working on the Golden Plains Wind Farm project? We’d love you to regis-
ter your interest. All of the project work packages will be listed on the ICN Gateway page, here:   
www.goldenplains.icn.org.au  From there, you can view the open work packages and submit an expression of interest 
for work.


