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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO TOOK THE TIME TO GET
INVOLVED IN THE PLANNING PANEL PROCESS.
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WELCOME & PROJECT UPDATE
Welcome to Issue 4 of our Golden Plains Wind Farm Newsletter. July and 
August have been a very busy time for the WestWind team. Planning Panels 
Victoria facilitated an independent public hearing from 30th July through to 
13th August at the Bannockburn Shire Hall.  This hearing was an opportunity 
for the community to provide submissions on the Golden Plains Wind Farm 
planning application and the Environment Effect Statement.  There were 
several host landholders, statutory decision makers, community members and 
experts who attended the public hearing.  We would like to personally thank 
everyone who wrote a submission or took time out of their busy schedules to 
attend the planning panel hearing.

The purpose of the panel process is to consider submissions and provide an 
integrated assessment on the potential effects of the proposed Golden Plains 
Wind Farm development. Now that the public hearing has been completed, 
the panel members are busy preparing a report to inform the Victorian Min-
ister of Planning’s assessment of the project under the Environment Effects 
Act 1978 and in turn assist statutory decision making for the project, including 
under the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

The panel report is expected to be delivered to the Minister of Planning by 
the end of September 2018.   Once the panel report is received, the Minister 
of Planning will then make a decision regarding the proposed development.  
At this time, the Minister will also decide whether to make the panel report 
public.  We anticipate that the Minister of Planning will notify of his decision 
on the planning permit during the 4th quarter of 2018.

In the meantime, we are continuing to do environmental flora and fauna 
assessments onsite, and we have been actively involved in a number of key 
community events that you can read more about throughout this newsletter. 

In June 2018, 9 month old Lucas was diagnosed with a small tumour in his brain. Numer-
ous scans and tests over the coming months at the Royal Children’s Hospital revealed the 
tumour had spread in his brain and into his spine. He was scheduled for brain surgery to try 
and remove some of the tumour and test it. His family then received the horrible news that 
Lucas was diagnosed with Atypical Teratoid/Rhabdoid Tumour (AT/RT) which is a very rare, 
fast-growing childhood cancer of the Central Nervous System. 

Lucas is now currently undergoing combination chemotherapy and has just completed his 
first cycle with positive results. He still has 2 more cycles to go and will then start high-dose 
chemotherapy and a stem cell transplant. His treatment has been planned out for the next 
18 months. Family and friends have rallied  to raise money to allow his Mum (Karlie), Dad 
(Rob) and sister Hallie to be by his side at the hospital without the added worry of everyday 
expenses and returning to work, as his Dad is quickly using up his sick leave.

Rob, Karlie, Hallie and Lucas are from Rokewood, and Rob has spent most of his childhood in 
Rokewood.

WestWind Energy has provided a donation to help little Lucas’ family in this difficult time. 
The whole team at WestWind Energy are thinking of Lucas and his family and hoping for 
continued positive results as his treatment  
progresses.

If you would like to donate, please get in touch with family friend Sally Handford, who is 
coordinating donations: sallyh99@gmail.com.

LUCAS

CONTACT US

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS & FEEDBACK
We welcome the opportunity to speak with members of the local community. 
If you have any questions regarding the Golden Plains Wind Farm, or if you have any comments, 
concerns or feedback, please contact:

Kelly McCarthy
Manager - Communications and Stakeholder Engagement
Phone: 03 5421 9999
Email: reception@w-wind.com.au
Facebook: @westwindenergy

WestWind Energy
Office 5, Level 1 Nexus Centre
12-14 Prince St
Gisborne Vic 3437
Phone: (03) 5421 9999
w-wind.com.au

WORK WITH US
Do you have a business and are interested in working on the Golden Plains Wind Farm project? We’d love to hear from you. 
All of the project work packages will be listed on the ICN Gateway page, here:  www.goldenplains.icn.org.au 
From there, you can view the open work packages and submit an expression of interest for work.
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At a ground-breaking ceremony, the first sod of earth was turned at 
the site of the 321 megawatt Moorabool Wind Farm. The develop-
ment is being constructed near Ballan in central western Victoria 
by Goldwind Australia. The $370 million project, which Goldwind 
Australia bought from WestWind Energy in 2016, is expected to 
power around 200,000 average Victorian homes each year – or as 
Victorian Energy Minister Lily D’Ambrosio put it - “one in 10 homes 
in the state” – once completed. 

The event began with a traditional smoking ceremony by the Tradi-
tional Land Owners, followed by comments from turbine host land 
owners, the Mayor, and Goldwind Australia.

The development will generate approximately 250 jobs, and the 
local community is very excited to see the formal start to construc-
tion.  The project has 75% of the power poles erected, with 45% of 
wires strung and the Moorabool Wind Farm is on schedule for wind 
turbines to be delivered and towers constructed early in 2019.  The 
WestWind Energy team would like to congratulate Goldwind Aus-
tralia on this important project milestone, and we wish them great 
success on the remaining project development.

GOLDEN PLAINS FARMERS MARKET

TREE PLANTING WITH ROKEWOOD CRICKET CLUB

WESTWIND ENERGY - IN THE COMMUNITY

The Rokewood Lagoon Committee are working hard to raise funds for the much-need-
ed new infrastructure for Rokewood Lagoon. Originally constructed in the 1950’s by 
the local community, the Rokewood Lagoon is a vital facility and an important part of 
local history. For 50 years the lagoon has been the local spot for a leisurely dip in the 
cool water and for kids learning to swim.

The Rokewood Lagoon requires urgent improvements to the piping to ensure locals 
and visitors can enjoy the lagoon for many more years to come. The expected cost of 
these improvements is $50,000 - $55,000!

To give this local treasure a boost, WestWind have committed to matching all  
donations for the lagoon works up to $10,000!

So dive deep into your wallets and get your donations in to the Rokewood Lagoon 
Committee. Donate at: https://au.gofundme.com/rokewoodlagoon 

Find out more about the lagoon at: 
		  facebook.com/rokewoodLagoon

ROKEWOOD LAGOON

PROJECT STATUS
Now
Planning Panel hearings were held at Bannockburn Shire Hall
Monday 30 July through to Monday 13 August, 2018.

Next
The panel report is due to be provided to the Victorian Minister of Planning by 26 
September 2018.

Updates and information
WestWind Energy will provide updates on our website: www.w-wind.com.au.

If you require further information, please email us at: reception@w-wind.com.au.

The Rokewood Cricket Club and WestWind staff attended a tree planting day at Mt Mercer, on 26th August.  
WestWind donated $1,500 to the Rokewood Cricket Club and would like to extend a thank you to those members 
who helped out.

WestWind staff had a lovely time chatting with locals and painting lots of little faces at the Golden Plains Farmer’s 
Market in Bannockburn, this month. Keep an eye out for WestWind over the warmer months - we’re looking for-
ward to visiting the Farmer’s Market again.

MOORABOOL WIND FARM - GROUND BREAKING

DONATION TO BARUNAH PARK HALL
WestWind is thrilled to be donating $2,000 in support of the Barunah Park Hall. 
The funds will be used to create the Barunah Park Hall Commemorative Book. 


